Unit II: Happiness 

Stage 1: Research Report

Due: Monday, April 7th 

As you know by now, one of the most taxing and frustrating parts of writing a research paper is finding research. That said, while it’s not easy, it’s often not quite as challenging for professional academics, since they typically build their essays off of material they’ve read, rather than trying to find research that specifically supports their argument.  And for many, they conduct research of their own to test out the inquiries they want to investigate further.  This is where you, as a student just getting familiar with the field, are at a bit of a disadvantage—and this is one thing that this first stage in is meant to address.

In this stage, you’ll explain the research that you’ve found thus far to a specific set of readers.  To do so successfully, you’ll have two main considerations as you write: 


1. Clarity: Accurately representing enough of the main ideas in the source for a set of readers to have a good sense of it without having to read it themselves. 


2. Captivation: Ensuring that your readers can stay actively engaged with your writing.  


The details for how to achieve Clarity and Captivation are outlined under Criteria and Guidelines below.
The way we’ll determine whether your writing is clear and captivating is to have your research report assessed not by me, but by your peers.  You’ll also be assessing research reports as well—and, in this way, start to become familiar with a wider variety of research than you would have found on your own.



Criteria and Guidelines:

Write a research report for Gilbert’s essay “Reporting Live From Tomorrow” and two additional sources of your choosing, gathered during the completion of Pre-Drafts C and D.  In your report, include the following:

A) An accurate MLA works cited citation for each source 

B) Clarity: A thorough explanation of what the source is about by: 

· Orienting the Reader (Who are the authors? What’s the context? What’s the main idea?) 
· Explaining key concepts, ideas, studies, and theories that the source brings up in your own words.


C) Captivation: Variety in how you express the information provided above.  You could:

· Create an analogy, metaphor, or example not used in the source (B-A-M)

· Include a picture, graphic, comic or chart or other visual that you’ve created

· Utilize sentence variety, including casual language mixed with formal language, witty lines (B-A-M), alternating syntax, parenthetical clarifications (B-A-M) or focusing questions (B-A-M). 
Each source should require about a page to accomplish these tasks.  

Please bring two printed copies of your research report to Monday’s class. 
