Assignment III: Morality

PREDRAFT C: 

CONTINUING YOUR SCHOLARLY RESEARCH
Now that you've found your first source for your essay, it's time to continue your scholarly research.  While you're in the library, and for homework tonight, work on finding those three additional library sources. 

There are several ways you can begin your research:  
· Look for ancestor articles: Find the references list from your first article. Look through it, and see if any of the titles seem intriguing to you at all. Use the Healey library databases or journal finder to find the articles you find intriguing, then briefly skim the abstracts and consider whether or not these are sources you might want to use.
· Look for descendant articles: Type in your first source (the one from the list I provided) in Google Scholar. Underneath the listing for that source, you'll find the words "Cited by" followed by a number. Click on that link, then scan through the listings and see if you can find a source there that's intriguing to you or related to the idea you want to focus on.
· Look at specific theorists mentioned in Steven Pinker’s essay. Type the name into the database or Google Scholar and see what other articles and essays appear. Then you can follow the same instructions above if you want to locate additional sources connected to this theorist.  
· Look under key terms and specific wording to help you narrow down your search for sources that are related and/or connected to a topic you’re interested in.  Is there an issue you would like to research and connect to morality? Is there a moral theory you’d like to test and analyze by using a specific experience or consumer product or historical event?  Just about any topic you choose can be linked and analyzed through a “morality” lens. 

Remember: 

· Your essay requires you to use 5 sources: Pinker, the “list” article, plus 3 additional scholarly sources.
· Find sources that help lead to a claim; do not just look for sources that support a claim you've already found.  Do some research and read a variety of sources to see what appeals to you or what sparks an interest or what intrigues you.  
· Don't feel like you need to just be stabbing for sources in the dark. The topic of morality is broad, and it can be connected to virtually anything you're interested in. So as you're looking through the sources, think of how they might connect to something that you're interested or how they might explain a situation in your life.
NEXT—after locating three additional sources, please type the following for each of your sources:  

· Summarize what the material is about. 
· Describe how you plan on using the text. **You’ll want to include a quote or two from the text and then explain how it connects. 

· Explain how the source allows you to say something about morality

· If this text is more useful than other texts you looked at, explain how and why. 
· Write an MLA citation for each source.  

**Note: By completing these tasks, you are gathering all the information needed to create an annotated bibliography—which is required for this assignment.  

(Use Diana Hacker’s book for formatting guidelines, starting on page 448.) 

